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www.stjudefw.org 
 
December 15, 2009 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
This newsletter comes to you filled with Christmas greetings.   
We have been journeying through Advent in the anticipation 
of deepening our understanding of God’s great love for us.  
May Christmas Day find your heart overflowing in this 
realization, and in turn sharing His love with others.    
 
DAILY MINUTE OF PRAYER  
We believe in the power of prayer.  Together let us, the 
students and families and parishioners of St. Jude, participate 
in a daily minute of prayer for a common intention.  We invite 
you to spend one minute in prayer each day at 8pm (or 
whenever it works best for your family). 
 

December’s Intention – Families dealing with unemployment 
January’s Intention – The sick 
 
LUNCHROOM POLICY-SCHOOL CANCELLATION 
DAYS 
When FWCS closes for inclement weather, the school lunches 
will shift forward.  
Example: Tuesday closed which was to be a spaghetti lunch; 
spaghetti is then served on Wednesday. 
      If you ordered on Tuesday but not Wednesday you will 
now need to pack a lunch. 
      If ordered on Wednesday, you will receive spaghetti.  The 
item scheduled for Wednesday now becomes Thursday menu.   
 

Lunches are served by the day you ordered, not the menu 
item.  When this happens and you choose NOT to receive the 
lunch that is being offered, please call me so I can cancel that 
lunch.  If you don't call I cannot credit that lunch. 
  

If school closes for more than 1 day, the 1st day missed is 
moved to the day we return to school.  Once again, look at the 
days you have ordered, not the menu item. 
  

Please call Mrs Weissert with any questions or concerns. 
 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. JUDE CHURCH  
Vigil Mass at Christmas: 
Thursday, 12/24 @ 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Midnight Mass: 
Thursday, 12/24 
Music begins @ 10:45 p.m. 
Christmas Mass @ 11:30 p.m. 
Christmas Morning Mass 
Friday, 12/25@ 9:00 & ll:00 a.m. 
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VISION STATEMENT  
 
 

Our vision for St. Jude Catholic 
School is to create a faith-filled 

academic community composed of 
students, parents, faculty, and staff 

which offers a Christ-centered 
education and embraces the 

uniqueness of all students to be 
life-long learners. 

 

 

St. Jude School Mission 
Statement 
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St. Jude Catholic School 
School Improvement Goal 

 
Goal:  All students will 
improve reading  
comprehension across  
the curriculum. 
 

Intervention:   All students 
will participate in a Six 
Traits of an Effective Reader 
program for instruction in 
reading comprehension. 
 

These Six Traits are:  
 

Decoding Conventions 
Building Context 
Comprehending 
Interpretation 
Synthesizing 
Evaluating 

 



FAMILY FUN & FITNESS NIGHT  
Date – January 27, 2010 
Time - 6:30-8:00pm.  
What to expect?  Stations with games in the gym, fitness 
walk, health checks, allergy talk by RN, stretching and 
healthy food table. An outline with more details will be sent 
home in mid January. 
Coach J. 
 
SCIENCE FAIR ENTRY FORMS   
The Science Fair for students K-8 is February 24, 2010.  An 
entry form is included with this newsletter and should be 
returned to the Main Office.  Check out the Science Fair 
website www.stjudefw.org/sciencefair or contact Ted Nitza at  
471-0879 or ted.nitza@thesecantgroup.com.   
 
THANK YOU  
Heartfelt thanks to the families from 3rd and 4th grade who 
donated cookies and drinks for the First Reconciliation 
reception.  Your generosity was deeply appreciated.  Special 
thanks to the Cobos Family for organizing, setting up and 
cleaning and to Tara, Marcus, Jacob and Justin for assisting.  
Mrs. Sherburne 
 
SCRIP NEWS 
With only 10 days left until Christmas, St. Jude SCRIP-For-
Tuition is the place to go for all your last minute holiday 
shopping needs!! 
 

To help make your holiday shopping less stressful, we will be 
selling SCRIP this weekend, December 19th and 20th after 
Saturday 5:00pm Mass and after 7am, 9am, and 11am Masses 
in the Parish Center.  Please note:  we will NOT be selling 
SCRIP during Christmas break---your last opportunity to 
purchase SCRIP in 2009 will be this weekend (12/19 and 
12/20).  SCRIP sales will resume with Kidmail on Tuesday, 
January 5, 2010.  For those last minute gifts, you can purchase 
SCRIP on Tuesday, December 15 via Kidmail, in the Parish 
Center on Wednesday evening, December 16th   from 5:30-
6:30pm and Thursday morning, December 17th from 8-10am 
in the Parish Center.   (Please see attachment) 

` 
HASA’S FAMILY DANCE  is Friday, Feb. 5th from 6:30-
9:00.  Cost is $5.00 per family or $2.00 per student.  Pizza 
will be available for 75¢; drinks will be 25¢.  A family of 5 
can enjoy a night of dancing, dinner, and prizes for only 
$10.00!!  Prizes will be given away every 30 minutes 
throughout the dance!!   
 

If you would like to help, please call Lisa Grotemat 492-6157 
evenings.  We need volunteers for decorating�(set up), food 
table, chaperones, and prize announcers.  Donations of 2-litres 
of pop, cookies, cups, plates, and napkins are also needed��
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Christmas Village  
was a success with the help of 

countless volunteers who 
invested loads of time and 

effort.  Many thanks to all from 
HASA!  Your participation was 

greatly  appreciated. 
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CUB SCOUTS PACK MEETING 
We meet as a Pack on Wednesday, Dec. 16  
in the school auditorium from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm.  
Use the Forest Avenue tunnel entrance. 
Bring a nonperishable food item or two. 
Our December theme is Light the Night . 
 
Boys in Grades 1 through 5:  
It’s never too late to be a part of Scouting. 
Check out all the fun we have by  
joining us Wednesday at the Pack Meeting. 
 
Visit www.stjudefw.org/cubscouts/  for more 
information.  
Questions? Contact Mike Woitalla, 422-2590 or 
e-mail woitalla@gmail.com   
 
FIRST LEGO LEAGUE  
First Lego League is looking for a coach and 
assistant to work with 5th and 6th grade students in 
an after school club that concentrates on robotics.  
Mrs. Buckel and Mrs. Smith will no longer be 
able to be coaches.  The club could be after 
school one day a week for an hour beginning 
sometime after the first of the year.  The goal 
would be to teach students simple programming 
of a robot to do various tasks.  There is no 
competition involved this year, but possibly next 
year in the fall; these students could make teams 
to compete in the regional competition.  If you are 
interested, please call Mrs. Buckel.  If no coaches 
are found, this club will not be able to take place. 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
January Calendar (a hard copy will go home with all 
Counselor’s Corner            (responsible students) 
Science Fair Entry Form 
News from Bishop Dwenger 
Silent Auction & Casino Night 
Scrip Express 
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SPORTS SCHEDULES 
St. Jude sports schedule should be accessible on 
the St. Jude website for those of you needing that 
information��
�
POSTER BOARDS FOR SCIENCE FAIR 
The Science Fair is Wednesday, February 24, 
2010.  Poster boards will be offered for sale at 
$3.75 ea. in the library during the first two weeks 
of January.  Some may want to work on them 
over Christmas Break.  We have a limited supply 
so first come first served.  The poster boards are 
3ft. x 5ft. (white on one side and brown on the 
other).  �
�
VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK  
Vocation Awareness Week will be celebrated 
January 11th - 15th. The St. Jude Parish Vocation 
Committee wants to help raise awareness and 
appreciation for vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. The students will receive 
questionnaires to be completed during the week.  
Those who turn in the completed form by Friday, 
January 15th will have a chance to win a prize.  
Students are encouraged to get outside help. 
Let’s pray for vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life in our school.  It would be so 
exciting to have a novice or seminarian from St. 
Jude.  Our priests and we sisters would be happy 
to talk with anyone interested in knowing or 
pursuing these beautiful Church vocations�
�
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January 2010 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

       New Year's Day  

3 4 Mass 108     5 Mass 304     6 Mass 209     7 Mass 109       8 9 
 Students 

Return to 
Class 
 

7:00pm 
HASA Meeting 
 

  
2:50pm 
Geography Bee 
(room 104) 
 
7:30pm 
Athletic Meeting 
 

 
 2:50pm 
Spelling Bee 
(Room 303) 
 
 

8:15am 
All School Mass 
 
End of 2nd Quarter 
 
6:30pm 
Appreciation Dinner 
 

 

10 11 Mass 107  12 Mass 301   13 Mass 113   14 Mass 303    15 16 
 D.D.D. 

(Dress Down Day) 
 
Vocation Week 

 
 
Fire Drill 

  
 
7:00pm 
2nd Grade 
Parent Mtg. for 
First Comm.  
(Church 
Basement) 

8:15am 
All School Mass 
 

Report Cards go 
Home 
 

Vocation Talk 
1:00pm   
Grade  5 
1:45pm 
Grade 8 With Fr. Tony  
Steinacker 
 

6:30pm 
Appreciation Dinner 
(Make-up) 

 
5:00pm 
1st Eucharist 
Enrollment 

17 18 Mass 106  19 Mass 211    20 Mass 114   21 Mass 110      22 23 
 
11:00am 
1st Eucharist 
Enrollment  

 
Martin Luther King 
Day 
 

NO SCHOOL 
(Make-up Day) 
 
6:00pm 
School Board In 
Service Luers 

  
 
 
 
7:00pm  
School Board 

 

3:00pm 
Faculty Meeting 
 

7:00pm 
8th Grade 
Parent Mtg. for 
Confirmation  
(Church 
Basement) 

 

 
8:15am 
All School Mass 
 
 

 

 
 
7:30pm 
Silent Auction/ 
Casino & Dance 
Night 

24 25 Mass 104   26 Mass 205    27 Mass 206   28 Mass 203      29 30 
 Health and 

Wellness Week 
 

5:00pm  
Tech Meeting 
 

7:00pm  
Grade 2 Music 
Program 

  
 
6:30-8pm  
Family, Fun & 
Fitness Night 

  
8:15am 
All School Mass 
 

 

31       



Catholic Schools 
Week 
”Dividends for 
Life” 
 
Noon-2:00pm 
Open House  
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I found information on the website http://people.usd.edu/~bwjames/tut/learning-style/ 
regarding the three main learning styles.  At this website, there is a short, free, assessment 
that you can take which will give you an idea what your learning style is.  I thought this might 
be helpful for students and parents to learn their style so a student could alter their study 
habits to best fit their learning style.  It should be used only as a guideline, not as scientific 
proof, to help a student improve study habits.  The following is information describing each 
learning style. 

Visual Learners:  take numerous detailed notes, tend to sit in the front, are usually neat and clean, 
often close their eyes to visualize or remember something, find something to watch if they are bored, 
like to see what they are learning, benefit from illustrations and presentations that use color, are 
attracted to written or spoken language rich in imagery, prefer stimuli to be isolated from auditory and 
kinesthetic distraction, find passive surroundings ideal 

Auditory Learners: sit where they can hear but needn't pay attention to what is happening in front, 
may not coordinate colors or clothes, but can explain why they are wearing what they are wearing and 
why, hum or talk to themselves or others when bored, acquire knowledge by reading aloud, remember 
by verbalizing lessons to themselves (if they don't they have difficulty reading maps or diagrams or 
handling conceptual assignments like mathematics).  

Kinesthetic Learners:  need to be active and take frequent breaks, speak with their hands and with 
gestures, remember what was done, but have difficulty recalling what was said or seen, find reasons to 
tinker or move when bored, rely on what they can directly experience or perform, activities such as 
cooking, construction, engineering and art help them perceive and learn, enjoy field trips and tasks that 
involve manipulating materials, sit near the door or someplace else where they can easily get up and 
move around, are uncomfortable in classrooms where they lack opportunities for hands-on experience, 
communicate by touching and appreciate physically expressed encouragement, such as a pat on the back  

I hope this information is helpful for you and your students.  I found it very interesting and it 
helped to reinforce the need to be aware of the differences of each student.   

Merry Christmas to all!  I hope you have a great holiday! 
 
Nancy Howe, School Counselor 
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Be sure to get the Science Fair Packet which gives detailed information on how to prepare for the Science 
Fair. This packet is given out on Science Fun Night and available in the School Office upon request.  
It is also available at our Website at www.stjudefw.org/sciencefair  where you can get additional help. 

�
Questions, comments, concerns?  Check out our Web Site or feel free to contact any of the following: 

Ted Nitza at 471-0879 or ted.nitza@thesecantgroup.com  
Julianne Toenges at 422-4587 or jtoenges@verizon.net  

Cheryl Schleinkofer at 486-6827 or schlnkfer@verizon.net  
�
�
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Saint Jude Catholic School Science Fair Entry Form 
Student Name:___________________________  Grade:________  Teacher:________________ 
Room:_______ 
 
Project 
Category/Topic:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Short explanation of the project and 
objectives:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you have an interest in science,  
math, engineering or technology? 

 

Do a Science Fair Project!!! 
 
The 2010 Science Fair will be great!   
Certificates, prizes, awards and an opportunity to  
be chosen to represent Saint Jude Catholic School at the  
Northeast Indiana Regional Science & Engineering Fair  
at IPFW are offered to those who participate.   

 
Who can participate?  Kindergarten through 8th grade. 
When is the Registration deadline?  Thursday, January 28, 2010. 
When is the Science Fair?  Wednesday, February 24, 2010. 

Fill-out and return this Entry Form to your teacher by the above deadline. 



Email:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note: all email contact information will be kept confidential. Additional science fair information may be provided by 
email if one is provided 
 
My project will need an electrical outlet:    Yes (bring a six foot extension cord).      No, it won’t. 
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What is involved in doing a Science Fair Project? 
Science Fair projects usually include these steps:   

1. Help your child think of a topic that interests them (Plants, Animals, Water Quality, Electricity, 
Magnets, Food, Chemistry, Weather…).   

2. Help your child narrow it down to a problem, question or project idea.  Help at: 
·  www.scifair.org  
·  www.discoveryschool.com/sciencefaircentral   
·  www.funsci.com 

3. Work with your child to research the project idea. Consult books, encyclopedias, magazines, or 
search the Internet. Talk to teachers or other people/experts in that field.   

4. Let them develop a Hypothesis.  A hypothesis is an educated guess or prediction about the solution 
to the problem.  The project experimentation will work to find out if your hypothesis is correct.  
Write down their hypothesis before continuing.   

5. Test the Hypothesis by doing the experiment.  Have your child repeat it enough times to make sure 
they have reliable results.  Encourage them to keep organized and neat data.  Take photographs if 
possible.   

6. Project Conclusion.  What did they find out?  It is alright if your child’s hypothesis is proven 
incorrect.  Have them summarize the results of the project experimentation and a declare how the 
results relate to their hypothesis.  Was their hypothesis correct?  Why or why not?   

 
What types of Science Fair Projects can be done? 
Science Fair projects can be generally put into one of three (3) categories.  A fourth type of project is also 
eligible for the Saint Jude Science Fair:   
 

Type I.  An Investigation.  Examples:  How long does it take your heartbeat to return to normal 
after exercising?  At what temperature do various solids melt?  

 Type II.   Construction of a Kit or Model.  How does a submarine work?   
 Type III.   A Demonstration of a Scientific Principle.  Do levers lighten the load? 

Type IV.  Research Project.  Meat Eating Dinosaurs.  Please note, Type IV projects are not likely 
eligible for advancement to the Regional Science Fair at IPFW.   

 
How much time will a Science Fair Project take?   
A good approximation of the time necessary to complete a Science Fair project is several hours spread out 
over a timeframe of about 4 - 6 weeks.  Successful projects have been completed over parts of two 

Your child is interested (or has already decided) to enter the Science Fair.  This is a great opportunity to 
explore the mysteries of the world around us.  As a parent, your involvement and support could mean 
the difference between a stressful experience and an exciting learning adventure.  Remember that the 
most important outcome of your child's science project is the joy and learning that comes from 
scientific discovery. 

Where do I start?  
A good place to begin is the St. Jude Science Fair Website at www.stjudefw.org/sciencefair  where you 
can get helpful tips, deadlines, and useful information. We also recommend the Science Fair Handbook 
by Janice VanCleave.  Most parts of this helpful book are available immediately (and for free) on the 
Internet at: http://school.discovery.com/sciencefaircentral/scif airstudio/handbook  or check it out at your 
local library.  

For Parents:  Helping Your Young Scientist   



consecutive weekends.  In addition, consider completing the project about one week before the Science Fair 
so that the last week can be focused on preparing for the oral presentation aspects of the Science Fair.   
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